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The production plant in _ƽŘȋ was founded in 1945 for production of telephone equipment 
according to the Marshall industrial plan and was for several decades state owned (until early 
1990s). Between 1948 and 1953 the compŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ½ŀƪƱady Wytwórcze 
Aparatów Telefonicznych, and in the 1970s the factory became part of the state organization 
½ƧŜŘƴƻŎȊŜƴƛŀ tǊȊŜƳȅǎƱǳ 9ƭŜƪǘǊƻƴƛŎȊƴŜƎƻ UNITRA, the central owner and controller of several 
smaller production units. The electronic manufacturing plant in _ƽŘȋ was mainly known for 
producǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘǳǊƴǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƴŀƳŜ 
ΨFonicaΩ or under the name ΨUnitraΩ (the main offices). In the period 1978-1993 the company filed 
around 50 Polish patents, and the last few years under state ownership (the period 1989-1992) 
the company produced electronic components for the international company Philips. In 1990 the 
company also  started production of compact disc players for Sony, Sanyo, and Mitsumi as a sub-
contractor, but the manufacturing company Fonica in _ƽŘȋ ran into serious financial problems in 
1991, especially when the workers occupied the factory building for 20 days demanding higher 
wages. The company was finally liquidated by the Polish government in April 1992, ς although 
there were very strong protests from local politicians and industry leaders. The factory (produc-
tion plant) was taken over in 1996 by the Korean trading house Kyungbang Co. Ltd., and produced 
electronic equipment under the name Kyungbang-Fonica. In 1998 the plant was sold to Daewoo 
Electronics Inc. and manufactured television equipment as a sub-assembly plant under the name 
Daewoo-Fonica until 2002, when the factory finally closed after years of losses. 
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άaŜƭƻƳŀƴ a-мнлέ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ŀŦŞ hǘŘȅŎƘΣ Tverskaya ulitsa (= DƻǊΩƪƻƎƻ ulitsa), Moscow, in 1964. This was 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ aƻǎŎƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ΨǇŀȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ Ƙƛǘǎ όŜǾŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘύ. 

 
 

 
άCƻƴƛŎŀ a-мноέ ƳŀŘŜ мфтп by Unitra Fonica ƛƴ _ƽŘȋΦ 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
DŜǊƳŀƴ ƭƻōōȅ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ tŀǎǘέ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ά¦ƴƛǘǊŀ-Fonica M-120-aέΦ 
The movie was made by the Finnish director Aki Kaurismäki in 2002. 
 

 
 

 


