
In Europe the first commercial disc playing gramophone was patented on the 14th 

February 1891 by Georg M. Pfeiffer and Automaten-Fabrik E. P. Wicke & Co. (König-

Johann-Straβe 15) in Dresden, founded 1890 by Eva Ernestiene Pauliene Wicke (1839-

1917) and her son-in-law Hermann Theodor Starke. The mechanic Georg Martin 

Pfeiffer (Louisenstraβe 3) was the owner of Apparatebauanstalt G. M. Pfeiffer and co-

owner of Automaten-Gesellschaft Germania, Knoch & Co. (Marienstraβe 16) in 

Dresden, and according to reliable information from historian Stephan Puille about a 

hundred machines were made with battery powered or weight-driven mechanisms. The 

dimensions of the cabinet were 110x50x35cm, and the mechanism was purchased from 

the Emile Berliner licensed Grammophon-Spielwaren-Fabrik Kämmer, Reinhardt & 

Co. in Waltershausen. The editor has not been able to find earlier European patents for 

commercial gramophones or phonographs. In October 1891 the Wicke-Pfeiffer model 

was improved by the company Pöschmann & Co. (Freibergerstraβe 43), founded by 

Paul Pöschmann with production facility in Heidenau, and installed on locations in 

major cities with a new and patented coin-slot attachment. 
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Stephan Puille, Berlin: 
 
In 1890 Automatenfabrik E. P. Wicke & Co. co-operating with Apparatebau-
anstalt G. M. Pfeiffer, both located in Dresden, jointly developed a coin-slot 
gramophone in an upright cabinet. According to the patent, filed February 14, 
1891, it had a battery-operated electric motor an automatic switch-off, a 
mechanical tonearm transport run by a clockwork, and earphones. Based on 
the measurements of the patent model the dimensions of the upright cabinet 
were determined as follows: 110 x 50 x 35 cm (43.3 x 19.7 x 13.8 inches). 
E. P. Wicke & Co. produced 100 units; - the gramophone mechanism was 
purchased from the Grammophon-Spielwaren-Fabrik Kämmer, Reinhardt & 
Co.(¤) in Waltershausen. 
 
There was also a weight-driven E. P. Wicke & Co. model at a price of at least 
800 Marks. An electric bell indicated when the clockwork had to be wound up. 
In October 1891, the company Pöschmann & Co. at 43 Freibergerstraβe, 
workshops for electrical engineering founded by Paul Pöschmann in Heidenau, 
had improved the E. P. Wicke & Co. model and patented a new coin-slot 
mechanism. Pöschmann & Co also supplied Otto Kühn, a company from 
Stuttgart. Otto Kühn’s coin-slot gramophones, housed in a simple spruce 
cabinet, had a patented clockwork motor and was sold for at least 350 Marks. 
Until March 1892, Otto Kühn had installed a total of 72 coin-slot gramophones 
in major German cities and sold twelve of them. 
 

(¤) Ernst Kämmer, Franz Reinhardt, Albert Flürscheim, and Julius Heinrich Zimmermann. 
 
Sources: 
 W. Busch to Ludwig Albert Stollwerck, Febr. 20, 1892. 
 Ludwig Albert Stollwerck to unknown, Febr. 22, 1892. 
 Otto Kühn to Gebrüder Stollwerck, March 18, 1892. 
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